
 

A note about Morning Prayer 

 

Marking the times of the day with prayer — sanctifying time — is a practice shared by all of 

the Abrahamic faith traditions (Christianity, Judaism and Islam). In the monastic communities 

of the early church, life centered around shared prayer in the divine offices, or liturgy of the 

hours. These offices consisted of a psalm, appointed Bible readings, canticles, and the Lord’s 

Prayer. Eventually seven offices developed: Matins, Prime, Terce, Sext, None, Vespers, and 

Compline. 

 

During the English Reformation, Thomas Cranmer, the primary author of the first Book of 

Common Prayer, simplified these many offices to two — Morning and Evening Prayer. The 

offices are designed to be led by laity or clergy, making them accessible to everyone. For cen-

turies, Morning Prayer shaped the pattern of Sunday worship in many communities, especially 

when clergy were shared between multiple communities. Of necessity, the Eucharist only oc-

curred when the priest could be present, often just one Sunday a month. And, as often happens, 

a pattern born of necessity became the tradition. The 1979 Book of Common Prayer restored 

the practice of the early church with the Eucharist as the primary expression of worship on 

Sundays in the Episcopal tradition. 

 

As we return to the tradition of Morning Prayer in our faith communities during this diaspora, 

we are consciously returning to that longstanding tradition of sanctifying time. The Daily Of-

fice can be a rich and rewarding way to connect with God. Daily lectionary readings ground 

the offices solidly in scripture, and following the lectionary cycle makes it possible for one to 

read/hear most of the Bible in the course of the two year cycle of readings. Just as the cycles of 

the liturgical year orient us toward the overarching story of the redemption of the world 

through Jesus Christ, grounding our days in the the offices provides us with a daily reminder of 

God’s activity throughout the ages. 

         

 

Today we honor those service men and women who have served and are currently serving in our 

military to defend the freedoms our founding fathers fought for and preserved in the Constitution 

of these United States. 



        An Order for Morning Prayer 

 
July 5, 2020 

 
The officiant begins the service: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.                 Philippians 1:2  
Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me, and bring me to your holy hill and to 
your dwelling.                                                                                                                                     Psalm 43:3  
 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 

eternal life. Amen.  

 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Officiant and People 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as  
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Except in Lent, add    Alleluia. 
 



Jubilate Psalm 100           Hymn #377 
     All people that on earth do dwell                                          verses 1-4
                

 
 
Then follows 
 



The Psalm 
Psalm 45: 11-18 
 
 11 "Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; * 
  forget your people and your father's house. 
 12 The king will have pleasure in your beauty; * 
  he is your master; therefore do him honor. 
 13 The people of Tyre are here with a gift; * 
  the rich among the people seek your favor." 
 14 All glorious is the princess as she enters; * 
  her gown is cloth-of-gold. 
 15 In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; * 
  after her the bridesmaids follow in procession. 
 16 With joy and gladness they are brought, * 
  and enter into the palace of the king. 
 17 "In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; * 
  you shall make them princes over all the earth. 
 18 I will make your name to be remembered from one generation to another; * 
  therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever." 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
 
The First Lesson                           Read by Ensign Matthew McClelland, US Navy, ECOHS  
                  
               Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham‟s servant. The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and 
he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, 
camels and donkeys. And Sarah my master‟s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and 
he has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, „You shall not take a wife for 
my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; but you shall go to my father‟s 
house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.‟ 
“I came today to the spring, and said, „O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you will only 
make successful the way I am going! I am standing here by the spring of water; let the young wom-
an who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to 
drink,” and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also” —let her be the wom-
an whom the Lord has appointed for my master‟s son.‟ 
“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water jar on 
her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, „Please let me drink.‟ She 
quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, „Drink, and I will also water your camels.‟ So I 
drank, and she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, „Whose daughter are you?‟ She said, „The 
daughter of Bethuel, Nahor‟s son, whom Milcah bore to him.‟ So I put the ring on her nose, and the 
bracelets on her arms. Then I bowed my head and worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the 
God of my master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my master‟s 
kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, 
tell me, so that I may turn either to the right hand or to the left.” 



And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.” So they 
sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with Abraham‟s servant and his men. And they 
blessed Rebekah and said to her, “May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your off-
spring gain possession of the gates of their foes.” Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the 
camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. Now Isaac had 
come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the 
field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she 
slipped quickly from the camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the man over there, walking in the 
field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. And 
the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah‟s 
tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his 
mother‟s death. 
  
  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
Hymn                                                      Hymn #213 
            Come away to the skies                                                      



 
The Second Lesson                                    Read by Retired Brigadier General Tom Blackstock, St Catherine’s  
                                                                                                                                   
                        Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, „We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 
wailed, and you did not mourn.‟ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, „He has a 
demon‟; the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, „Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners!‟ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him. 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Hymn                                                                                                                        Hymn #482 
                                                         Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy                                                           



 
Homily           
 
The Apostles' Creed 
Officiant and People together, all standing 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
        and born of the Virgin Mary.  
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
        was crucified, died, and was buried.  
    He descended to the dead.  
    On the third day he rose again.  
    He ascended into heaven,  
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
    the holy catholic Church,  
    the communion of saints,  
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body,  
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 



The Prayers 
The People stand or kneel 
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those  
     who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Then follows the Suffrages 
        A 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 
 
The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects 
 
 
 



The Collect of the Day 
O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant 
us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to 
one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
   
A Collect for Sundays 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son our 
Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may be 
spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Mission 
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek 
after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and has-
ten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 
 
The General Thanksgiving                                                     BCP 101,  Adapted 
Officiant and People 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your beloved servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that even as we lament our separation from one another, 
we may know the deeper assurance of your abiding presence. 
May we continually show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Then may be said 
Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
 



The Officiant may conclude with one of the following  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

with us all evermore. Amen.                                                                                               2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spir-

it. Amen.                                                                                                                                          Romans 15:13 

 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory 

to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ev-

er. Amen.                                                                                                                                   Ephesians 3:20,21  

 
 
Closing Anthem                                                                                                                               Hymn #544                                
     Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
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