
The Great Vigil of  Easter - April 11, 2020  

The service is being sent out as an audio recording. Listen at the time that works 
for you and imagine beginning in the Memorial Garden, then processing into the 
Nave with the lights off and only the light of the Paschal Candle. You might want 
to listen at sundown on Saturday night, or just before sunrise on Easter Day.  You 
might light a bonfire in the backyard, or sit with a candle lit nearby. If you have 
the following, they may help your sensory experience of this liturgy: some form 
of fire (candle, bonfire, etc), some water, a bell. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 

The service normally begins in the Memorial Garden. 

THE KINDLING OF THE FIRE 

The new fire is kindled, and after a time of  silence the Officiant addresses the 
People 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord 
Jesus passed over from death to life, the Church invites her members, 
dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this 
is the Passover of  the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and 
celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 

Let us pray. 
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the 
brightness of  your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this 
Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure 
minds we may attain to the festival of  everlasting light; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE THE PROCLAMATION 

The Deacon normally bears the Paschal Candle and leads the procession into the 
nave, pausing three times and singing 



The Deacon and Cantor normally stand at the steps to the sanctuary while the 
People take their places in silence. 

THE EXSULTET Sung by Martha Bowden  

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of  angels, and let your 
trumpets shout Salvation 

for the victory of  our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the 
round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been 
vanquished by our eternal King. 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in 
radiant light, resound with the praises of  your people. All you who 
stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the 
Almighty for the grace to sing the worthy praise of  this great light; 
through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, 
in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole 
heart and mind and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and 
eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for 
he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of  the Passover paid for 
us the debt of  Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful 
people. 



This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of  
Israel, out of  bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea 
on dry land. 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from 
the gloom of  sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of  life. 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of  death and hell, and 
rose victorious from the grave. 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and 
loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is 
washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who 
mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man 
is reconciled to God. Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the 
offering of  this candle in your honor. May it shine continually to 
drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star whoknows no 
setting, find it ever burning—he who gives his light to all creation, 
and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Acolytes normally light handheld candles from the Paschal Candle and take them 
into the congregation. Candles remain lit until the Easter Acclamation. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Let us hear the record of  God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved 
his people in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each 
of  us to the fullness of  redemption. 

FIRST READING: THE STORY OF CREATION 
“Creation” by James Weldon Johnson Read by Jan Potter
MUSICAL RESPONSE : Arise, shine for your light has come



COLLECT 

Let us pray. O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more 
wonderfully restored, the dignity of  human nature: Grant that we 
may share the divine life of  him who humbled himself  to share our 
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

SECOND READING: The Flood 
Noah’s Big Boat by Ella Lindvall Read by Zoey and Chase Hutton  
MUSICAL RESPONSE : Arise, shine for your light has come

COLLECT 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the sign of  
your covenant with all living things: Grant that we, who are saved 
through water and the Spirit, may worthily offer to you our sacrifice 
of  thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THIRD READING: ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA  
Exodus 14.10-31; 15.20-21 Read by Eric Delabarre 
MUSICAL RESPONSE : Arise, shine for your light has come

COLLECT 

Let us pray. O God, whose wonderful deeds of  old shine forth even 
to our own day, you once delivered by the power of  your mighty arm 
your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us 
of  the salvation of  all nations by the water of  Baptism: Grant that all 
the peoples of  the earth may be numbered among the offspring of  
Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of  Israel; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

FOURTH READING: SALVATION OFFERED FREELY TO ALL  
Isaiah 55.1-11 Read by Ana Martin 
MUSICAL RESPONSE : Arise, shine for your light has come



COLLECT 

Let us pray. O God, you have created all things by the power of  your 
Word, and you renew the earth by your Spirit: Give now the water of  
life to those who thirst for you, that they may bring forth abundant 
fruit in your glorious kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

FIFTH READING: THE VALLEY OF THE DRY BONES  
Ezekiel 37.1-14 Read by The Ettel Family   
MUSICAL RESPONSE : Arise, shine for your light has come

COLLECT 

Let us pray. Almighty God, by the Passover of  your Son you have 
brought us out of  sin into righteousness and out of  death into life: 
Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the 
power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

SIXTH READING: THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE             
Zephaniah 3:12-20 Read by Sydney and Caroline Spessard  
MUSICAL RESPONSE : Arise, shine for your light has come

COLLECT 
O God of  unchangeable power and eternal light: Look 
favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred 
mystery; by the effectual working of  your providence, carry 
out in tranquillity the plan of  salvation; let the whole world 
see and know that things which were cast down are being 
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made 
new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection 
by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 



BIDDING 

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ 
by Baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness of  life. I 
call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to 
renew the solemn promises and vows of  Holy Baptism, by which we 
once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God 
faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 

THE RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of  evil and renew your 
commitment to Jesus Christ? 
I do. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and 
earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
and born of  the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, the communion of  saints, the 



forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of  bread, and in the prayers? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 
repent and return to the Lord? 
I will, with God’s help. 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of  God in 
Christ? 

I will, with God’s help. 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 
yourself ? 

I will, with God’s help. 

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 
dignity of  every human being? 
I will, with God’s help. 

May Almighty God, the Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon 
us the forgiveness of  sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 



We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of  water. Over it the Holy 
Spirit moved in the beginning of  creation. Through it you led the 
children of  Israel out of  their bondage in Egypt into the land of  
promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of  John and was 
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, 
through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of  sin into 
everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of  Baptism. In it we are buried 
with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it 
we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to 
your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in 
faith, baptizing them in the Name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and 
of  the Holy Spirit. 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of  your Holy 
Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may 
continue for ever in the risen life of  Jesus Christ our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 
and for ever. AMEN  



ACCLAMATION MUSIC Good Christians All Rejoice and Sing 



THE EASTER ACCLAMATION 

The acclamation is made three times. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

The church is normally illuminated as the altar candles are lit and the bells are 
rung. 

Please extinguish your candles now.  

Ring bells & chimes! 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the 
glory of  the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of  
adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed 
both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE EPISTLE Romans 6.3-11 Read by Bettye Harris

Do you not know that all of  us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried 
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of  the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of  life. For if  we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We 
know that our old self  was crucified with him so that the body of  sin 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For 



whoever has died is freed from sin. But if  we have died with Christ, 
we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being 
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

The Word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Matthew 28.1-10 

After the sabbath, as the first day of  the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly 
there was a great earthquake; for an angel of  the Lord, descending 
from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For 
fear of  him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the 
angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been 
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed 
he is going ahead of  you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is 
my message for you." So they left the tomb quickly with fear and 
great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 
said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of  his feet, and 
worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and 
tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me." 

The Gospel of  the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



THE SERMON The Paschal Homily of  St. John Chrysostom (d.407 
AD)  

NB: This ancient Easter homily invites participation. Every time the priest says "embittered," the 
congregation is to repeat it.  Same with the word "risen."  And every time the word "dead" or "death" is 
spoken, the congregation stomps its feet, just like Jesus stomped on Hell. 

If  anyone is devout and a lover of  God, let them enjoy this beautiful and 
radiant festival. 
If  anyone is a grateful servant, let them, rejoicing, enter into the joy of  his 
Lord.  
If  anyone has wearied themselves in fasting, let them now receive 
recompense. 
  
If  anyone has labored from the first hour, let them today receive the just 
reward. 
If  anyone has come at the third hour, with thanksgiving let them feast. 
If  anyone has arrived at the sixth hour, let them have no misgivings; for 
they shall suffer no loss. 
If  anyone has delayed until the ninth hour, let them draw near without 
hesitation. 
If  anyone has arrived even at the eleventh hour, let them not fear on 
account of  tardiness. 
  
For the Master is gracious and receives the last even as the first; He gives 
rest to him that comes at the eleventh hour, just as to him who has labored 
from the first. 
He has mercy upon the last and cares for the first; to the one He gives, and 
to the other He is gracious. 
He both honors the work and praises the intention. 
  
Enter all of  you, therefore, into the joy of  our Lord, and, whether first or 
last, receive your reward. 
O rich and poor, one with another, dance for joy! 
O you ascetics and you negligent, celebrate the day! 
You that have fasted and you that have disregarded the fast, rejoice today! 



The table is rich-laden: feast royally, all of  you! 
The calf  is fatted: let no one go forth hungry! 
  
Let all partake of  the feast of  faith. Let all receive the riches of  goodness. 
Let no one lament their poverty, for the universal kingdom has been 
revealed. 
Let no one mourn their transgressions, for pardon has dawned from the 
grave. 
Let no one fear death, for the Saviour's death has set us free. 
  
He that was taken by death has annihilated it! 
He descended into Hell and took Hell captive! 
He embittered it when it tasted His flesh! And anticipating this, Isaiah 
exclaimed:  "Hell was embittered when it encountered Thee in the lower 
regions". 
It was embittered, for it was abolished! 
It was embittered, for it was mocked! 
It was embittered, for it was purged! 
It was embittered, for it was despoiled! 
It was embittered, for it was bound in chains! 
  
It took a body and came upon God! 
It took earth and encountered Ηeaven! 
It took what it saw, but crumbled before what it had not seen! 
O death, where is thy sting? 
O Hell, where is thy victory? 
  
Christ is risen, and you are overthrown! 
Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen! 
Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice! 
Christ is risen, and life reigns! 
Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in a tomb! 
  
For Christ, being raised from the dead, has become the first-fruits of  
them that have slept. 
To Him be glory and might unto the ages of  ages! Amen! 



 

HYMN 178 

 

1. Jesus is Lord of  all the earth. He is the King of  creation. Refrain 
2. Spread the Good News o’er all the earth. Jesus has died and has risen. Refrain 
3. We have been crucified with Christ. Now we shall live forever. Refrain 
4. Come,  let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Savior.Refrain. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread.And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION IN A TIME OF EUCHARISTIC 
FASTING 

Blessed Jesus, 
in union with the faithful of  every place and people and nation, 
I join in offering the sacrifice of  my praise and thanksgiving to you. 
I believe that you are truly present in the Bread that has been blessed, 
broken and given. 
Since I cannot now receive this holy sacrament, 
I pray that you will come spiritually into my heart. 
Abide with me, that I may embrace you entirely, 



and submit myself  to your love and mercy. 
Let me never be separated from you, 
that in my waking and in my sleeping I may know the comfort of  
your presence. 
I ask this for the sake of  your love. Amen.  
THE EASTER BLESSING 

The God of  peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the great Shepherd of  the sheep, through the blood of  the 
eternal covenant: Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the 
blessing of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

THE DISMISSAL 

Let us go forth in the Name of  Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Happy Easter! 
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