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The Opening Acclamation 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Collect of Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
A Song of Praise (Spoken) 
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 

 
 
God of infinite mercy, you renew the faith of your people by the yearly celebration of these 
fifty days: Stir up in us the gifts of your grace, that we may know more deeply that Baptism 
has cleansed us, the Spirit has quickened us, and the Blood of Christ has redeemed us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 



The Lesson 
                                                                                                                                           Acts 15:1-6 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  
Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, ‘Unless you 
are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’ And after Paul and 
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the 
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and 
the elders. So they were sent on their way by the church, and as they passed through both 
Phoenicia and Samaria, they reported the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy 
to all the believers.* When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and 
the apostles and the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. But some be-
lievers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, ‘It is necessary for them 
to be circumcised and ordered to keep the law of Moses.’The apostles and the elders met to-
gether to consider this matter. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Psalm 
said in unison                                                                                                                          Psalm 122 
 
  
  1 I was glad when they said to me, * 
   "Let us go to the house of the Lord." 
  2 Now our feet are standing * 
   within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
  3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 
   that is at unity with itself; 
  4 To which the tribes go up, 
  the tribes of the Lord, * 
   the assembly of Israel, 
   to praise the Name of the Lord. 
  5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
   the thrones of the house of David. 
  6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
   "May they prosper who love you. 
  7 Peace be within your walls * 
   and quietness within your towers. 
  8 For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
   I pray for your prosperity. 
  9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, * 
   I will seek to do you good." 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 



The Gospel                                                                           
                                                                                                                                         John 15:1-8 
Please stand as you are able                    

 
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 2He removes every branch in me that 
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes* to make it bear more fruit. 3You have 
already been cleansed* by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. 
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you un-
less you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide 
in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the 
fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, 
and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and be-
come* my disciples.  

 

 

The Sermon 

 

 
The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
according to John. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

                   The Gospel of the Lord.  

People    Praise to you Lord Christ  



        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
 
The Prayers of the People   

 
God of love, we rejoice with angels, and all the host of heaven, as we celebrate the Resur-
rection of your Son. Bless today’s joyful celebration and turn our hearts to you with new 
delight and commitment. 
We praise you, Almighty God! Alleluia! Amen! 
 
God of mercy, bring your church to new life. Awaken in us a faithfulness that manifests 
itself in joy, in dedication to the work of reconciliation in the world, in care for your crea-
tion, in awe of your glory. 
We praise you, Almighty God! Alleluia! Amen! 
 
God of wholeness, bring those who suffer to new life. We pray for those who bear the bur-
den of pain and anxiety, whose relationships are shattered, whose lives are full of despair. 
Lead us to find ways to be present with them and reflect your love for them. 
We praise you, Almighty God! Alleluia! Amen! 
 
God of light, bring those in authority to new life in the ways they lead their nations. Show 
them the path of integrity and truth that their people may live in peace, that all may have 
plenty. 
We praise you, Almighty God! Alleluia! Amen! 
 
God of eternity, we give thanks for those who have gone before us and have entered into 
new and everlasting life in your presence. 
We praise you, Almighty God! Alleluia! Amen!  
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding collect. 
 
 
 
 
 



The Peace 

 
      To give electronically, text Stcats to 732-56 
 
 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Eucharistic Prayer A 

 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life 
again he has won for us everlasting life. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and people. 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The celebrant continues  
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 



and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the re-
membrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.  
 

The Celebrant continues 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 

The people in a loud voice respond 
Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 



The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. 

 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage  
to love and serve you  
with gladness and singleness of heart;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in 
every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and 
the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always. Amen.  
 

  
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


